LIMINAL IDENTITIES AND

CULTURAL HYBRIDITY OF

THIRD WORLD WOMEN IN
WOMEN'’S NARRATIVES

Author
Yakut AKBAY



© Copyright 2025

Printing, broadcasting and sales rights of this book are reserved to Academician Bookstore
House Inc. All or parts of this book may not be reproduced, printed or distributed by any me-
ans mechanical, electronic, photocopying, magnetic paper and/or other methods without prior
written permission of the publisher. Tables, figures and graphics cannot be used for commercial
purposes without permission. This book is sold with banderol of Republic of Turkey Ministry

of Culture.

ISBN
978-625-375-744-1

Page and Cover Design

Akademisyen Dizgi Unitesi

Book Title Publisher Certificate Number
Liminal Identities and Cultural Hybridity of 47518
Third World Women in Women’s Narratives
Printing and Binding
Author Vadi Matbaacilik
Yakut AKBAY
ORCID iD: 0000-0003-1557-232X Bisac Code
SOC028000
Publishing Coordinator
Yasin DILMEN DOI
10.37609/akya.3885
Library ID Card
Akbay, Yakut.

Liminal Identities and Cultural Hybridity of Third World Women in
Women'’s Narratives/ Yakut Akbay.
Ankara : Akademisyen Yaymevi Kitabevi, 2025.
269 p.; 135x210 mm.
Includes References.
ISBN 9786253757441

GENERAL DISTRIBUTION
Akademisyen Kitabevi A.S.
Halk Sokak 5/ A
Yenisehir / Ankara
Tel: 0312 431 16 33

siparis@akademisyen.com

www.akademisyen.com



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

I want to express my heartfelt gratitude to my family for their
boundless love and unfailing support throughout this journey. I
thank my mother and father for their constant encouragement
and belief in me; my husband for his patience and understanding;
and my son, whose presence has been a continuous source of
inspiration and joy. Their support has been the foundation upon
which my confidence and dedication to this work have grown,
allowing me to pursue it with purpose and determination.

I am sincerely grateful to my supervisor, Professor Joel Kuortti,
Head of the Department of English at the School of Languages
and Translation Studies, University of Turku, for his inspiring
mentorship throughout my research. I especially appreciate his
invaluable comments, careful reading, and patient guidance,
which have significantly strengthened my work in writing this
book.

My genuine thanks go to my friends and colleagues in the
Department of English - Derya Duran, Henna Kortelainen,
Teppo Jakonen and my office colleagues Selcen Erten Johansson,
Georgios Vasilikaris, and Silja-Maija Spets — for their moral
support. I will fondly remember the moments we gathered in the
university cafeteria over coffee or tea, enjoying warm and lively
conversations about everything.

I also thank Maija Osterlund, Human Resources Specialist
and Department Coordinator at the Faculty of Humanities, for
handling the technicalities of my visit to the University of Turku.



Acknowledgments

Finally, I would like to thank the Head of the Centre for
Language and Communication Studies, Anna Vire, for allowing
me to take Finnish language courses during my one-year
research visit, and the University of Turku for providing the
facilities and academic environment that made it possible for
me to complete this project.



PREFACE

Yakut Akbay’s study Liminal Identities and Cultural Hybridity
of Third World Women in Women’s Narratives focuses on three
novels by three writers: Andrea Levys Small Island (2004),
Monica Ali’s Brick Lane (2003), and Sefi Atta’s A Bit of Difference
(2012). All these novels and writers are significant in the field of
contemporary diasporic literature. Levy, an English writer with
Jamaican parentage, writes about the life of Jamaicans in Britain,
the Bangladeshi British Ali depicts Bangladeshi immigrant lives
in London, and the Nigerian American Sefi Atta’s work deals with
Nigerian experiences between London and Lagos.

Akbay’s careful scrutiny of the novels is a valuable contribution
to the analysis of diasporic, immigrant conditions of women.
Akbay analyses the novels women characters — especially the
protagonists, Hortense, Nazneen, and Deola - and how they
negotiate their hybrid in-between lives in London, a former
colonial centre. The backgrounds, times, and conditions of the
women are different, but they all face similar problems with
adapting to their new environment. By locating the analyses of
the novels in a postcolonial framework, Akbay is able to pinpoint
the sore points of diasporic women’s lives, and the causes of their

resistance to assimilate.

Key terms in Akbay’s analyses are Homi K. Bhabha’s concepts
of hybridity, ambivalence, and the Third Space, all of which define
the conditions of diasporic life. The ways in which Hortense,
Nazneen, and Deola navigate in-between cultures, between
possibilities and constraints, demonstrate evocatively strategies
of facing the difficulties of transcultural life. The answer is not
a wholesale assimilation into the host culture, nor a nostalgic
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return to the original roots, but an acceptance of an ambivalent
hybrid identity.

Besides the thorough academic analyses, Akbay’s text is also
clear and pleasant to read. The detailed analyses in the chapters
provide enlightening perspectives not only on the novels but,
even more significantly, on the liminal identities and cultural
hybridity of Third World women - just as the title of the book
promises.

Joel Kuortti
Professor
University of Turku
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